






























    Temporary Propane Heater Safety 

 
Introduction This document outlines the safety procedures for using temporary propane 

heaters and propane bottles on the job site.  

 
Parts of a 
Propane 
Heater 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The picture below shows the main parts of a propane heater: 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
  
Definitions The table below identifies the parts and functions of a propane heater. 

 
Part Function 
Hose Transports gas from the propane bottle to the heater 

to be burned. 
Quick 
Disconnect 

Easy to disconnect fitting used to connect the hose to 
the propane heater. 

Regulator Restricts the amount of gas that travels from the 
propane bottle to the propane heater. 

Igniter Creates the spark that ignites the gas allowing the 
heater to burn. 

Hand Tighten 
Cylinder 
Connection 

Connects the hose to the propane bottle. 

Gas Valve Controls the amount of gas that enters the heater 
which also controls the height of the flame.  

Continued on next page 
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Parts of a 
Propane 
Bottle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The picture below shows the main parts of a propane bottle: 
 

 
 
Definitions The table below identifies the parts and functions of a propane bottle. 

 
Part Function 
Fill Valve Used by the distributor to fill/refill the propane bottle 

with propane. 
Vapor Vent Allows vapor to escape in cases of extreme 

temperature change or excessive over filling. 
Hand Tighten 
Fitting 

Connects the hose to the propane bottle. 

Construction 
Collar 

Protects the gas valves from accidental damage on a 
construction site. 

Open & Shut 
Valve 

Controls whether the gas is on or off. 

Label Denotes the type of gas contained in the bottle and 
the distributor’s contact information.  

Continued on next page 
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Equipment 
Check 

Confirm the following items related to temporary heaters on your site. 

 
 • RED DRAGON (Model CH220) propane heater. This is the 

recommended heater to be used on all NVR job sites. If unavailable, 
review Alternative Propane Heater section for additional options. 

 

 
• ONE PIECE HOSE all propane hoses must be one piece.  

Never combine multiple hoses together to get a desired length. 
• QUICK DISCONNECT release on hose to the propane heater is the 

preferred form of connecting. 
 

 
 
• CURRENT SEASON SERVICE TAG on heater prior to use. 
• HAND TIGHTEN CYLINDER CONNECTION and REGULATOR 

on the propane bottle end of the hose. 
 

 
 
• CONSTRUCTION COLLAR on each propane bottle. 

Continued on next page 
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Alternative 
Propane 
Heaters 

The picture below shows alternative propane heaters that are currently in use 
on some NVR job sites; if you wish to use a different type of heater, other 
than one of the heaters shown below, please contact the Director of Safety & 
Construction for approval. 

  

             
    LB White Workman 225 Plus                                        Universal 
       (Models CV225, CV250)                                         (Model 200C) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Redding 
(Model RCP80VC) 

 

Continued on next page 
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Storage Check Confirm the following items related to storage of propane bottles on your site. 
 
 • VERTICAL and SECURE storage only of all propane bottles. 

• SOLID LEVEL SURFACE storage only of all propane bottles. 
• PORTABLE FIRE EXTINGUISHER rated 20-B units located 

between 25’ to 75’ from all propane storage areas. 
• GENERATORS and POWER EQUIPMENT located at least 25 feet 

away from propane bottles. 
• LABEL clearly legible, located on each propane bottle on site. 
• POST the following signs in all propane storage areas: 
  

 

 
Transportation 
Check 

Confirm the following items when delivering or relocating propane bottles or 
heaters on your site. 

 
 • SECURE all propane bottles in the VERTICAL position when 

transporting to and throughout the job site. 
• DISCONNECT the hose from the propane bottle and heater when 

moving or relocating the unit. 

 
Location 
Check 

Confirm the following items with respect to placement of propane bottles and 
location of propane heaters on your site. 

 
 Propane Bottles: 

• Locate propane bottles outside of the house or trailer at all times. 
• Install propane bottles on a solid level surface, use a piece of OSB or 

other type of support material if necessary, to prevent the bottle from 
tipping over due to thawing and freezing of the supporting ground; 
always secure the top of the bottle to prevent tipping over.  

Propane Heaters: 
• Locate the heater a minimum of 4’ from combustible materials and 

partitions. 

 Continued on next page 
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Set-Up 
Procedure 

Use the following procedure when setting up the propane bottle and heater. 

 
 • Confirm that each heater has been serviced for the current winter 

season before use. 
• Hand-tighten both regulator and connecting lugs to the propane 

bottle; use quick disconnect fitting at the heater, if equipped. 
• Run a one-piece hose from the bottle to the heater. Replace any hoses 

made up of more than one piece with a one-piece hose immediately. 
• Install the hose from the propane bottle to the heater through a 

window; protect the hose by using a block of wood or other suitable 
material at the windowsill to prevent a pinch point. 

• Maintain 4’ of slack in the hose between the heater and the bottle to 
prevent movement of the heater in the event that the propane bottle 
tips over. 

• Place TWO (2) 4’ x 4’ sheets of fire code, 5/8” thick, drywall 
centered under the heater on sub floor surface; ensure the heater is not 
moved from the drywall.   

• Open a window in the room where the heater is located as well as a 
window on the second floor to provide sufficient ventilation in the 
house. 

• Check hoses and connections to the heater for leaks with leak detector 
or soapy water each time the heater is ignited. 

 
Daily 
Inspection 

Confirm the following items related to propane bottles and temporary heaters 
are checked on a daily basis while heaters are in use. 

 
 • Inspect all hoses for cracks, cuts or excessive wear daily; replace 

immediately if damaged. 
• Inspect drywall under heater for signs of excessive wear; replace 

immediately if damaged. 
• Inspect location of propane bottles and heaters; relocate if necessary. 
• Inspect ventilation in house; open additional windows if necessary. 
• Perform inspection daily, including Saturday and Sunday. 

 
Hazard 
Warning 

When propane is released into the atmosphere it freezes to -44◦ F.  
Please note the following precautions to eliminate the chance of frostbite: 

 
 • Gloves and safety glasses may be worn while handling propane for 

protection against potential frostbite hazard. 

 








